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THE 


ADVAN TAGES 


AND 


DISADVANTAGES 
Which will attend the 


| PROHIBITION of the MERCHAN= 
DIZES of SPAIN impartially 


examin'd, &c. 


SOTHING is of more Impor- 
Z tance to a Nation, than a well 
dJ regulated Commerce. A foreign 
> Trade may be either a Fountain 


| of Wealth and Vigour, or a Gulph ſwal- 
. lowing up the Riches and Strength of a Peo- 
ple. It therefore behoves a Nation, at all 
Times, to have a watchful Eye over every 
[| Branch of its Commerce, but more eſpeci- 
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ally ſo, when it is actually engaged in a War 
with any of its neighbouring Powers, with 
whom it has a conſiderable Traffick, A ju- 


dicious Attention to Trade, at ſuch a Con- 


juncture, may ſtrengthen a Country, and ener- 
vat? its Enemies. The Management of Com- 
merce, at ſuch a Cris, may either be a 
Means of protracting, or bringing a War to 
a more ſpeedy and happy Concluſion, 


 TrxR» is, at this preſent Time, a Rup- 


ture between the Spaniſb N ation and that of 
Great Britain, and Hoſtilities have actually 


been begun on both Sides. The King of 


Spain, from his hereditary Rancour and Ha- 


tred to the Engliſßʒ Nation, has, in his late 


Declaration of War, laid a moſt effectual 
Scheme for preventing the Importation of 
Goods, the Growth, Manisfacture, or Mer. 


chandize of the Subjects of the King of Great Pa 
Britain, even on neutral Bottoms; and has 


prohibited, under the ſevereſt Penalties, the 


harbouring or ſelling of any ſuch Goods or 


 Merchandizes in any Part of his Dominions. 


Jus before the Chriſtmas Holidays, the 
* of Commons judiciouſly reſolved, that a 
: | Bill 
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Bill ſhould be brought in to prohibit the ... 
portation of Goods, the Growth, Manufacture, 
or Merchandize of the Subjects of the King 
of Spain. It ſeems, by the bringing in the 
Bill at that particular Time, as if the Houſe 
intended to give the trading Part of the Na- 


tion an Opportunity to canvaſs the Affair, 


and publiſh their Sentiments of it againſt the 


meeting of the Parliament. It is certainly a 
Matter of great Concern to the Nation, and 
therefore ought to be thoroughly ſcrutinized. 
It cannot therefore be impertinent to examine 


into the Nature and Conſequences of ſuch a 


Bill; and ſtate, in as clear a Light as poſſible, 
the Advantages and Diſadvantages which 
may attend it, when paſſed into a Law. 


T hope the Reader will regard what is here 


advanced impartially, and conſider, that the 


Author has the Welfare and Proſperity of his 
Country at Heart. He ought to reflect, that 
to 401/þ well is to deſerve ell ; and that a good 
Deſign badly executed, carries ſome Merit 


in it; claims at /eaft Pardon, if not Applauſe, 
and at worſt ought to be eſteemed only an 


excuſable Preſumption. I ſhall ſay no more 
by way of Apology for my Attempt, or the 
| ; many 
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many Faults which may attend the Execu- 
tion of it, but proceed immediately to my 


Deſign. 


In order to judge rightly of the Affair 
which is under our Conſideration, it may not 
be improper to refle& a little on the various 
Merchandizes and Commodities which compoſe _ 


the Traffick of the two Nations, Great Bri- 
tain and Spain, in Time of Peace; from 


whence we may draw ſome Obſervations 
which ought to influence the Conduct of a 
Britiſh Parliament at this June - in this 
Affair. 


Tux Commodities Spain takes from us are 


Broad-cloth, Druggets, Callimancoes, Bays, 
Says, Perpets, Stuffs, Cotton, Worſted and 
Silè Hoſe, &c. Fiſh, Tin, Lead, Corn, Coals, 
Negroes, &c. 


Tür Nerchen we receive from 
them are Wine, Oil, Soap, Fruit, Iron, Indigo, 
Cochineal, ſome Dy-ſtuffs and Drugs. 


By the King of Stains Declaration of 


War, he has prohibited all the Commodities 


4 above- 
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gbovementioned with which this Nation fur, 


niſhed Spain, which, to be ſure, muſt have 
very bad Effects in ſeveral Parts of the King- 
dom, as many Labourers, Artificers and Ma- 
nufacturers, will be thereby deprived of their 
Employment and Means of ſubſiſting, and 
great Burdens of Poor will be brought up- 


on Pariſhes. As the Demand for the ſeveral | 
Commodities and Manufactures above ſpeci- 


fied will be leſſened, the Price of Engliſb 
Wooll muſt ſink, unleſs ſome Scheme can be 
formed to keep up its Value. Theſe are un- 
avoidable Misfortunes and Diſtreſſes, ariſing 
from the Enmity betw-een the two Nations, and 
are the natural Products of War and Hoſtility, 
which, as by our prudent Conduct we could 
not evade, we muſt, by our Folicy, endea- 
vour to alleviate, 


Bu r as our Enemies have taken this Me- 


| thod, in order ta weaken and diſtreſs us, as 
well as to ſhew their Animoſity towards us, 


it behoves us, in point of good Policy, to 
make Reprizals upon them, and prohibit eve- 
ry Commodity we have not an immediate 
Neceſſity of for the carrying on our Trade 


and ManufaQtures with other Nations, I 


ſhall 
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that we will gratify them, though thereby 


( 
ſhall therefore make ſome Obſervations upon 
the various Goods, Merchandizes, and Cam- 


 modities we have from them. 


To bight with their Wines. This is an 
Article which adminiſters only to Luxury, 
and of which we have no abſolute Neceſſity. 
But if ſome Perſons, by Habit and Cuſtom, 
think it impoſſible to ſupport themſelves in 
Health without the Aſſiſtance of the Juice 
of the Grape, Portugal, Maderas, the Rhine, 
Tal, and the Levant will ſupply Wines equal 
in Goodneſs to, many of them much better 
than the Spaniſh Wines: And though ſome 
of them may come a little dearer, it will be 
much better to pay ſomething extraordinary, | 
than to carry on a Traffick ſcandalous, perni- 
cious, and deſtructive to our Nation ; and 
which will be a Means to animate, irengthen, 
and render our Enemies inſolent. Nothing 
ſurely can tend more to inſpire them with 
Contempt of us, than their conſidering, that 
though we are at War with them, and 
8 have totally prohibited our Merchandi- 

s, yet our Luxury is ſo great and neceſſi- 
os our Appetites ſo irrational and craving, 


(&) 

we weäken and impoveriſh ourſelves ; 
ſtrengthen and invigorate our Enemies ; and 
farther; render ourſelves the Repriach and 
Contempt of oy ere a round 


about us. 


1 AM inclined t to n we do nt Anport 


annually much leſs than 10,000 Tuns of Spa- 


niſb Wines, beſides Brandies, which amount to 
the Conſumers to near 1,000;0001, Sterling, a 
prodigious Sum! I think, it behoves our Gentle- 
men and Tradeſmen, who have Lands, to take 
into Conſideration, whether it would not be 
more beneficial to the Nation, and advanta- 
geous to themſelves, to brew Pale Mali Li- 
guors, and keep them to a due Age, where- 
by they would be ſupplied with a fine whole 
ſome Beverage, the Products of their Lands 


1 would be more eaſily conſumed, their Value 
raiſed, and the above annual Expence for 

1 Spaniſh Luxury be faved.to themſelves, and a 
1 | great Sum to the Nation, as Affairs now 
| ſtand with Spain. 


T3 
THz next Thing to be conſidered, which 
we import from Spain, is Oyl. The chief 


up our Woollen Manufactures. If Spain 
was the only Country from whence we 


could be ſupplied with Oy/, there might be 


good Reaſon for excepting this Commodity in 
the Act of Prohibition. But as we can have 
Oy] enough from Portugal, Leghorn, and Gal- 


lipoli to carry on our Woollen Manufactures, 


there is no Neceſſity at all to exempt this Com- 
modity. In the courſer Manufactures Rope- 
Oyl anſwers the End of Olive-Oyl; and is 


only more fetid and diſagreeable to the Snell: 
the Inconvenience of whi ich is ſoon overeome 


by Uſe and Time. If Nape-Oy were univer- 


fally uſed in the courſer Manufactures, chere 


9 * ariſe from it a conſiderable Advantage 


to- the Lands, and an Annual Saving to the 


Nation of an immenſe Sum. If the Bill for 


| prohibiting Spaniſh Merchandizes paſſes into a 
Law, it would certainly be very proper for it, to 


ſpecify in what Sort of Goods, and thoſe on- 
ly, Olive-Oyl ſhall be uſed. 


In 


( T1 


| In the City of Landon, J learn, vaſt Quan- 
tities of Oy! are uſed in making Soap, which 


is conſumed in waſhing only ; which prevents 


the Conſumption of Tall, keeps down the 


Price of that Commodity, to the great In- 
jury of the Farmer, Grazzer, and the Landed- 


Intergft.” 
FURTHER, it may be objected, that by 


che Prohibition of Spaniſh Ol, Soap would 


be wanting to carry on our Woollen Manu- 
factures. I muſt ſay, in Anſwer to this, I 
cannot ſee any Foundation for ſuch a Suppo- 
ſition ; the contrary will appear evident from 
the following Remarks which I ſhall make 


on the Article of Soap. 


Wr are at preſent ſupplied with large 
Quantities of French Soap from Legborn, be- 


ſides Talian; as alſo an extraordinary ſine 


Ssap from Foppa ; which is as proper for 
all Branches of our Manufactures, as any 
imported from Alicant, commonly known 


| by the Name of Caſtile Soab. In my Opi- 


nion it is worth the Attention of the Britiſh 
Senate at this Juncture, to conſider wwherher 
B 2 Encou- 
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(612) 
Pronragqnen ought not to be given to the 
Inportation of Joppa Soap, that we may be 
ſupplied with it both for Home-Conſump- 
tion, Exportation to Jamaica, &c. where 
T, allow- Soap cannot be uſed. As the Levant 
takes our Manufactures in Return for thoſe 
Commodities, it is certainly for our Inte- 
reſt to encourage the Importation of this 


Commodity from thoſe Parts, and diſcourage 


the bringing it from ah, where it is paid 
for partly in Money, and is chiefly import- 
ed from France for it, and afterwards re- 
exported to us. 


Tux next l to be conſidered is Sa- 
niſh Fruit, under which Word I comprehend 
Raifins, Figs, Oranges, Lemons, Almonds, 
Nuts, Cocoa, Piemento, Copers, and Olives. 


THEsE are all Articles which contribute 


only to Luxury, and which we have no ab- 


ſolute Neceſſity for. But if we are grown 
fo voluptuous, that we muſt haye them, 
there is no Need of going to Spain for them. 
What Rayjins we want, we may have from 
Smyrna, on! ly they come, through the heavy 

| * 
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Duty laid on them, ſomething dearer. As] 


remember,it was mioved in the laſt Seffions of 
Parliament, for lowering the Duties, and en- 
couraging the Importation of Smyrna Raiſins; 
what Succeſs it met with does not occur to 
me at preſent. However, I think the Im- 
portation of this Commodity ought to be 
encouraged alſo, for the Reaſons J gave a- 


bove in the Conſideration of the Article of 


Oy! with Regard to J Soap. 


As to Figs, we may 1 ca of them 


from Agarve, St. Faro, Figuera, and Bar- 
 bary : From Liſbon, Oporto, Genoa, and Tta- 


y we may be ſupplied with Oranges and 
Lemons : Barbary will yield us Almonds ; Ja- 
maica, Cocoa and Piements ; Leghorn, Capers; 


Lucca, Olives ; and Holland, other Spices ; fo 


that we may fate our Luxury without traf- 


* ficking withour Enemies, and giving them our 
Gold for Trifles by which Means they would 
be in a Capacity of returning it to us again 


converted into Lead, the Inſtruments of our 
Peſtwetion. 


THE 
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THz whole of this ſingle Article of Fruit 
amounts to a prodigious Sum! And the 


Want of a Market. for theſe Commodities 


muſt diſtreſs the Spawards very ſenſibly. 


Tur vert Thing to be conſidered is 


Spaniſh Iran. Of this I think we have no 


very great Quantity, and can be at no great 
Loſs for it; ſince we can have a ſufficient 
Supply from Norway and Sweden. I can't 


help reflecting here, on the Advantages 


which would accrue from our encouraging 
the making Pig- Iran in our Calonies; and 
the vaſt Ballance which might yearly be 
ſaved to the Nation, . is now * Fo 
the Swedes. 


＋ HE next Article mich 8 fie our 


Conſideration is that of Indigo, Cochines!, 


and ſome other Dying-Stuffs. We have 


great Quantities of theſe from our Cola- 


nies, the Eaſt-Tudies and France. But doubt- 
leſs, upon the Prohibition of theſe from Spain, 
the Price of them would be confiderably 
raiſed, whereby our Woollen Manufactures 
would be injured. It ſhould be a Maxim, 

to 
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to keep the Price of all Dying-Goods as low 
i poſſible, and the reaſon is plain, that 
this Affair wants no Illuſtration. Therefore 
1 would humbly recommend it, that all Dy- 
ſtuffs be excepted in the Bill of Prohibi- 


tion. 


Taz only Article of Commerce which 
remains to be conſidered is that of SPANISH 
Woorr. This is a Commodity which s 
the Growth: of Spain only, and is to be had 
from no other Country. Without excepting 
this in the Prohibition Bill depending in the 

Houſe of Commons, it will be impoſſible to 
ferve the Markets abroad with Spaniſb Cloth 
after eighteen. Months, or two Years at far- 
theft. As this Commodity employs a pretty 
i 1 | large Body of Manufacturers in the Weſt of 

England, and as Spaniſh Cloth is a Manufac- 
ture worn and coveted by all Degrees of Peo- 
ple who are able to purchaſe it, this Article 
of Spaniſh Mooll appears worthy of a critical 
Examination. We therefore will, as briefly 
7 as poflible, conſider the Advantages and Diſ- 
+7 advantages which will follow the Probibition 
3 1 of this Commodity, and trace all the Cir- 
= ' | | cumſtances 


(26 ) 
cumſtances and Conſequences of ſuch a Pro- 
hibition in the minuteſt and moſt accurate 
Manner poſſible. 


| AecorSine to the beſt Accounts I can 
procure, we import in the ſeveral Ports of 
this Kingdom about fix thouſand Packs of 
Spaniſh Wooll ina Year; each Pack contain- 
ing, one with another, about 200 Pounds of 
Wooll, which, deducting Freightage and 
Commiſſion, may amount to about the Va- 
lue of 120000 L. in Time of War, when 

we are obliged to have it from our Neigh- 
bours the French or Dutch: This Sum we 
muſt pay annually to the S paniardo for their 
Wooll. This is a very great Treaſure to 
throw into the Coffers of our Enemies, which 
ought not to be done without the matureſt 
Conſideration, and Appearance of the ſtrong- 
eſt Neceſſity. For my own Part, I ima- 
gine I ſhall be capable to prove, by undenia- 
ble Arguments, that it will be of great Ad- 
vantage to the Nation to prohibit the Impor- 
tation of this raw Commodity, fo long as 
our Merchandizes continne under a Prohibi- 


tion in Spain, and we cannot have Spaniſh 
Woolt 


| & Br ) 

| Wodll in return for our own Growth and 
Manufactures. Nay, ſo long as we are at 
War with Spain, we ought to prohibit that 
Commodity, tho' the Spaniards themſelves. 
would take our Manufactures in return for 
it ; for we ſhould thereby diſtreſs the Spa- 
niards, who cannot find a Market in the 


World for the Wooll this Nation takes from 


them. 


Ir is manifeſt to the meaneſt Capacity, 
that when we exchange Commodities which 
are of our own, Growth, Manufacture, or 
Labour, for raw Materials to be manufac- 

tured, that ſuch a Trade muſt be beneficial, 
and ſuch a Commodity may be regarded as 
our own Product, it being purchaſed with- 
out Money, and given in Exchange for our 
own Growth and Labour. When we had 
an open Trade with Spain, this was the Caſe 
with regard to Spaniſh Wooll, If we took 
off their Wooll, they took. off our Wooll 
manufactured in return for it; ſo. that here 
we had the Advantage of them, as our Wooll 
was raiſed to four Times its Value by Labour; 
from whence greater Numbers of our Peor 

K ple 


ä 
ple were employed than could poſſibly be in 
the Production of their Wooll, which is a raw 
Material, We had farther another Advantage 
by Fhis, which was, that with this raw Ma- 
terial we formed a new Manufacture, which 
found a Market abroad, and which gave 
Employment to Hands, which muſt have 
been otherwiſe idle, or have reduced the 
Earnings of Labqurers in other Manufac- 
tures. 


 WuiLE therefore we had an open Trade 
with Spain, the Importation of Spaniſh 
Mooll was a Benefit to us, and gave Employ- 
ment to a vaſt Number of Hands, which 
were engaged in a ManufaQture to be given 
in return for it. But now the Spaniards have 
prohibited our Merchandizes, Goods and Ma- 
nufactures, every Pack of Spaniſh Wooll we 
import, and is conſumed at Home, is juſt ſo 
much Loſs to the Nation as it coſt; and ſo 
far as it is a Loſs to us, it becomes juſt ſo 
far doubly a Support to chem. The Impor- 
tation of Spaniſh Wooll therefore muſt be a 
melancholy Conſideration to every true Bri- 


on, who has a Regard for the Welfare of | 


his Country, KJ defires t6 humble the 
Pride of Spain, revenge the Barbarities, Cru- 
elties and Inſults offered to our Country- 
men, the Depredations committed upon our 
Merchants, and the trifling Ch:canery uſed, 
and Affronts given to * facred N of 
our Prince, | 


Bur perhaps it may be objected by /eme, 
that if we prohibit the Importation of Sa- 
iſh Wooll, after Twelve Months we ſhall not 
be able to furniſh. the Markets abroad with 
— Chth; ſo that they will be obliged to 

Necourſe to the Fruch and the Durch 
for this Commodity, who will thereby be 
introduced into this Trade which we now 
have, and which we ſhall have a very diffi- 
cult Matter ever to recover again. And fur- 
thermore, that we ſhall looſe annually a Sum 
equal to the Amount of the Labour of the 
whole Export of Spaniſh Cloth. To this 
may be alſo added, that vaſt Burdens of Poor 
will be thrown upon the Pariſhes where this 
. Ment af fine Spaniſh Cloth is carried 
and many Manufacturers, and their 
. Families, 


bad 
Fainikes, will be left in a 2 Condi- 5 


tion, 


Tust Suggeſtions appear, at firſt Sight, 
with a very melancholy Aſpect ; and if they 
were founded on Truth and Reaſon, would 
be of ſufficient Weight to byaſs us againſt a 
Prohibition of this Commodity : But when 
they come to be examined in a critical Man- 
ner, all theſe ſeeming Bugbears and Mon- 
fters will vaniſh, and Proſpects of Profit and 
Advantage ariſe | in their 1 7 8 

As to the 1 of theſe. „Reben ng to tle 
Information I have received from Clothiers, | 
whom I lately diſcourſed with about their 
Manufacture, I find that there are about 
18000 Spaniſh Cloths made yearly, from 
Twelve Shillings and Sixpence to Sixteen 

Shillings a Yard. Of theſe 18000 Cloths, 
there are about a thouſand per Annum export- 
ed, which, at 18 L. per Cloth, amounts to 
18000 L. a mere Trifle, which, with | 
Regard to our Exports in general, is ſcarce 2 
worth mentioning. Half of this 18000 L. 
is paid to the Spaniards for their Wooll ; fo | 

that 


„ 


that the Gain to the Nation by the Exporta. 


tion of Spaniſh Cloth is but about gooo L. 


per Annum, a Trifle not worth Obſervation, 
when compared with the Loſs we ſhall ſu- 
ſtam by the Importation of Spaniſh Wool, As 
J have ſhewn above, if we import Spaniſh 
Wooll by way of France or Holland, that 
Commodity will coſt us near 120000 L. a 
Year, out of which we ſhall export again 
about 18000 L. fo that here will be annu- 


ally loſt, by this Trade in Spaniſh Wool, 


102000 L. But this is not the only Misfor- 


tune which will attend the Importation of 


Spaniſh Wooll; for it will alſo reduce the Price 


of our own Wooll, and . the Hands 


of our Enemies. 


I F we conſider the whole Manufacture of 


Spaniſh Wooll, it is but a Trifle when com- 


pared with the Manufacture of Engh/h 


Well. A Year's Make of Spaniſh Cloth 


amounts to but about 18,000, which will 


make 90, ooo Suits ; and there is not paid 


for Labour, in the whole Manufacture, above 
162,000 /. per Annum, a Sum fo ſmall, that 
I believe there are ſome ſingle Towns, which 


E 


bod 


pay twice as much for manufacturing BWI 


Mooll. This 162,000 J. will maintain but 
27,000. Souls, at 6 J. per Head per Anmum, 
whereas the Value of the Labour of the 


People in the. Manufacture of Engli/h Wool 


is above 12 Millions and a half. Upon the 


port of Spamiſb Cloth is a Trifle which ought 
not to. be put in the Ballance againſt the great 
Advantage of keeping near 120,000 J. per 
Annum at home by aur Prohibition of Spaniſh 


I THINK there is no Lik 
bability of our being beaten out of our Trade 
for Spaniſh Cloths, which we now enjoy, by 
the Dutch and French ſerving thoſe Coun- 


tries during the Prohibition of Spari/h-I#ooll, 


for it is the Goodneſs of our Cloth, and the 
Nature of our Frade with thoſe Countries 
which occaſions us to have a Demand for it: 
80 that as ſoon as our Trade is open with 
Stain, we ſhall again have a Demand for 
thoſe Cloths. The French ſerve ſame of 
the ſame Countries as we do; but then they 
do it wich an inferior Commodity, not of 

ſo 
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fo ſubſtantial and neat a Fabric as ours, and 


at a much lower Price. Some Countries 
they are not admitted to ſerve, becauſe they 


do not take off ſuch Produce of thoſe Coun- 


tries as we. And while the Prohibition of 
Spaniſh Wooll continues, we ſhall ſupply the 


Markets with a Manufacture made of the 
fineſt Locks of our Engliſh Wooll, which 


very near equals Goods made of Spaniſh Wool, 


and which, the Clothiers tell me, is hardly to 


be diſtinguiſhed from (inch made with Spe 


usb Wooll. 


Bs 1Es, it may as well be ſaid, that 


ve ſhall never regain our Markets in Spain 
for Goods made of Enghſh Wooll, becauſe 
the French and Dutch, during the War, will 


ſupply them with Woollen Manufactures, 
as that we ſhall not regain our Markets 
for Spaniſh Cloth, if the fame Nations 


ſerve them during the War, But com- 


mon Experience, our Trade with Spain ſince 
the late War, and the Reſtoration of the 
French Trade after the Plague at Marſeilles, 
convince us that this-Objection is as ** as 
Vanity itſelf, 
DOME, 
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Some may perhaps object, as we have 


no Spaniſh Cloth for our own Wear, this will 
tempt Gentlemen to have Suits made in 
France and Holland, and the French and 
Dutch to run in Spaniſh Chaths upon us. As 
we may be ſupplied with a Cloth made out 
of our own Engliſh Wool ſo fine, that it is 
hardly to be diſtinguiſhed from Cloth made 
out of Spanz/h Wooll : I think there is no 


great Fear of this. Beſides, a Clauſe may 
be inſerted in the Prohibition Act, to pre- 


vent Travellers, when they come into the 
Britiſh Dominions, from bringing with them 
any more than two or three Suits of Clothes ; 
and to oblige them to make Oath, that 
ſuch Cloaths were deſigned only for their 
own wearing Apparel, and were finiſhed 
compleatly by the Taylor : For it is too 
common a Practice even now, to import 


Suits of foreign Cloth, juſt ſtitched toge- 


ther, as wearing Apparel, which afterwards 
may be made to fit any Perſon; this is a 


Practice more pernicious than the Importa- 


tion of Cloth itſelf, as ſuch Cloth comes 
fully trimmed. Likewiſe ſuch a Penalty 


might be laid the Imparter, Seller, 
Buyer, 


. * | 

Buyer and Wearer of foreign Cloth, as 
would effectually n its being run in 
upon us. 

FR TRHERNMORE I have obſerved for 

3 Vears paſt, that very coarſe Goods 
have run as a Faſhion, and have been adorn- 
ed with the richeſt Laces; I ſee no Rea- 
ſon therefore to ſuppoſe that now Gentlemen 
ſhould refuſe to wear the Produce of their 
own Eſtates, which would be a double Ad- 
vantage to them, and run after French and 
Dutch Spaniſh Clothes, of flimſy Make, and 
ſpungy Fabric, purely becauſe they are pro- 
Hibited, and ſuch Wear will injure their 
Country. There is at preſent among all 
Degrees of People ſuch Reſentment, Ani- 
moſity, and Averſion to the French and 
Spaniards, that there is Room to think, 
People will become leſs and leſs fond of 
the Faſhions, Produce, and Manufactures 
of the French, as well as conceive a Diſ- 
like to every thing of the Growth of Sparn. 

But if we ſhould have any Gentlemen fo 
curious, as to think their own Wooll not 
good enough for their Wear, we may mix 
| D 5 the 
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the Fur of Beavers with our own fineſt 
Wooll, and make an exceeding fine Cloth 
for them. This would be an Advantage 
to us, as we have this Commodity partly 
from New York and Ferſy, where the In- 
habitants exchange our coarſe Manufactures 
for the Furs they receive from the Canadeze 
Nations. | 


Tur next Enquiry is, what is to be done 

with the 27, ooo Perſons who were ſupport- 

ed by the fine Spaniſh Manufacture? In An- 
ſwer to which J reply, the Ciothiers will na- 
turally fall into the Method of manufactur- 
ing the fineſt Locłs of Enghſh Wooll. This 
they will do to employ their own Stocks, 
and eaſe their own Eſtates; and in this 
Trade there is a Probability of their hay- 
ing greater Profits than in their other Trade of 
manufacturing Spaniſh Wooll, as J have heard 
ſome of them ſay. The Manufacturers of 
Sfaniſb Wooll having always been employed 
in a nice Commodity, they will be capable 
to make a more elegant Cloth out of Eng- 
:/> Wooll than thoſe who have always ma- 
nufactured Eugliſb Wooll only. 
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Ir any one ſhould aſk, where they will 
have fine Locks to manufacture. I would 
anſwer them, that as the Spani/þ Manufac- 
ture conſumes but about 5000 Packs per 
Annum of 240 l. a Pack, and as the whole 
Growth of England amounts to about 
700, ooo Packs, it muſt be an eaſy 


Matter to pick fine Locks enough out of 


this vaſt Quantity, to employ all the Hands 
which, now manufacture pane Wooll. 


Paine the Neceſſity of ane Locke s 


that will enſue, and the” Price fine Wooll 
will bear, Will encourage our Growers and 
Farmers to cote and houſe their Sheep in 

the Winter, whereby the Fineneſs of the 
Wooll will be improved, and raiſed perhaps 


to equal Spaniſh, And if a Spaniſh War 


would laſt long, it might bring our Far- 


mers into ſuch a Method of producing fine 
Wooll, that we might be under no Ne- 


cefſity of importing Spaniſh Wooll at any 


Time; the happy Conſequence of which 


would "be: that our. Lands would be there- 
by much improved, and our Farmers ena- 
bled to pay their Rents better. 


2 2 Rur 
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Bur ſuppoſing, that after the Concluſion 
of the War, Spaniſh Wooll ſhould be im- 
rted as formerly, certain]: y the Price of 
fine Engli % would be raiſed during t the 
War, and Engliſh Wooll of many Kinds | 
would ſell the higher for the Prohibition 
of Spaniſh ; 1 to which may be afded, that 
the preſent. dead Stock of Engli iſh Wooll 
would be ſunk in one 1 5000. Packs, 
which would be worn b thoſe very Per- 
ſons who now wear the Growth of Spain; 


or at leaſt we ſhould have 5909 Packs = 
leſs i in dead Stock. | 


I BELIEVE no one would be 80 wea ik. 
as to ſuggeſt, that we ſhonld want Wosll to 
ſupply our other ManufaQuures ;' but if, e 
ſhould, it would be eaſy to anſwer th hem, 
that we might have a ſufficient Supply from 
Ireland. And further, if ſuch a Neceſſity 
ſhould ariſe, it perhaps would be the greateſt, 
Bleſſing v which could befall this Nation, Should 
our own Wooll not be ſufficient; and we 
under a Neceſſity of more Triſh Wool to | 
carry on our Manufactures, the 1riſh would. 


be under no Tempiatigg, to run the Hazard 
of 


{ 39 ) 
of- oy ling to France, Holland, and the Ne- 
tberlands ; which. clandeſtine and unlawful | 
Trade has hitherto enabled thoſe Countries 
to make various Sorts of Wpollen Goods, 
which otherwi& they would not have been 
able. to manufaGure, and by which they 
have warmed. us out of great Part of our 
Track, 00 Spain, Tara Kahand: Tur 4 


2 0 12 311 1 


Tur Misfortune. the Briziſh Dominions 
lie under at preſent, is the having too much 


Wooll, and there is no fear at all of having too 
115 If our gyn Growth of Wooll increaſe, 
d we. cannok find Markets to vend our 
Many factures in, this will be, a Misfortune 
inſtead of a. "Bl ling, and will tempt our 
Farmers to run this precious. Commodity 
into. thoſe Countries where, they cannot car 
ry on their Manufactures Without it, from 
whence I would be bold to ſay, chat Dutch 


Policy, would be the. Gan Advantage to 
us, I mean. to burn the O verplus: of Wooll, 

W bich. i 18 not wanted in Our Manufactures, 
as Ng, do they n in Siem &. 


Wr 


= | 
We might as rationally attempt to make 
lhe richeſt Damaſes, Vehoets, Alamodes, and 
Lutftrings, &c. with Turkiſh Silk, as the 
French, Dutch, and Flemings, make ſeveral 


Fabricks of our Woollen Goods, without 


Wooll of Vriſb or Britiſh Growth. And 
to be ſure, the King of Sardinia would 
not ſuffer the Exportation of  Predmonteze 
Silk unwrought, but that he knows, in Caſe 


of his Refuſal, we can Had! a 155 from 9 


ther Parts, | 15 6 
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HI TAERTO we have confidered princi- 
pally the Advantages and Diſadvantages to 
our own Trade and Nation, by prohibit- 
ing all Spaniſh Merchanſlizes, Sc. it may, 
not be improper, | in the next Place, , to re- 


flect a little on the a of och 


Prohibition to Pain itſelf. , 
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IT is generally fupppted i Hat the Bugh 71 


Nation conſumes near two thirds of the Pro- 


duce of Spain, which is ex ported. "There- 
fore the greateſt Part of dein Trade for 


their own Produce depends upon à friendly 


Intercourſe between the two Nations. The 
French 
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French are too 1 ul, 1 Northern Na- 
tions too poor, and the Dutch too frugal to 
dabble much in the Luxury Spain produces. 

Tis therefore to Great Britain they are be- 
holden for the Conſumption of the Pro- 
duce of Old Spain, and the 1 Part of 
their Trade. 


Tur French are in no Want of their 
Wines, Oyl, Soap, Indigo, Fruit, Dy-ſtuffs, 
Ge. ſo far are they from it, that they have 
enough of theſe for their own Conſumption, 
and an Overplus to export to other Nations. 
French Counſels, and a French Faction, muſt 
therefore be for ever pernicious to the true 
Intereſt of Spain, and as injurious to them, 
as the Influence of ſuch Counſels and ſuch a 
Faction was detrimental to us at the Peace 
of Utrecht. | 


Fox the Spaniards therefore to negle& 

| keeping up a friendly Correſpondence with 
the Engliſb Nation, and to be forward to 
run into French Faſhions, a French Trade, 
and French Counſels, muſt be exceedingly 
more pernicious to Spain than injutious to 
England, 


a 
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England, The Manners and Genius Ry th 
French are not more oppoſite to thoſe of the 
Spaniards, than a French Trade i is to the true 
Intereſt- of the Kingdom of Spain, | For 1 
would aſk any one what the French would 
take of the Spaniards in return for their Ma- 
nufactures? For my Part, I know of no- 
thing of any Significancy, except their Gold 
and Silver. During the laſt War, France i in 
four Years Time landed at Breft, as Mr, 
Addiſon tells us, Six Millions Sterling of Spa. 
niſb Bullion, which it drew from its Trade 
with Spain in the Weſt Indies. And the great 
End Lewis the XIV. aimed at in ſetting a 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon on the Spa- 
71/þ Throne, was to draw the Riches of the 
Indies into his own Treaſury, 


Ir this be true, it is very eaſy to conclude 
what Poverty, Miſery, Diſtreſs and Mur- 
muring, a Prohibition of Spaniſh Merchan- 
dizes will cauſe in that Nation. If we were 
to loſe two Thirds of all our Trade, or a 
Market for two Thirds of our Produce at 
once, let any Man reflect what Confuſion, 


what Convultions it would throw this Na- 
tion 


TS) 

tion into. What Murmurings and Diſcon= 1 
ents? What Tumults, Riots and Factions, | 
would ariſe from ſuch an Incident? And 
hat Curſes: would be daily. beſtowed on an 
\dminiſtration which ſhould involve us in ſuch | 
Difficulties and Diſtreſſes. T heſe Evils will | 
certainly be more or leſs felt in Spain. Let 
ny Man reflect what a: Scene of Miſery will 
iſe in Spain from two Years Prohibition of 
aniſh Merchandizes ; and I dare fay, ſuch 
a Prohibition will appear to him of equal 
Nett with blocking up the Galleons, 
and cutting off Communication with New 
Spain. | 5 


LET us not therefore hearken to the ſpe- 
cious and deceitf Suggeſtions of a few co- 
vetous and intereſted Men, who may, only 
from a View to their own private Advantage, 
throw ſeeming Obſtacles in our Way, and 
endeavour, by falſe Gloſſes, to deceive us; 
but let us all heartily unite in purſuing the 
moſt vigorous and ſure Methods of diſtreſſing 
our common Enemy, advancing the publick 
Weal,and conſuming our own Produce inſtead 
of foreign Luxury, By a ſteady Adherence 
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y, and all to 


of the preſent War mas 
t the War, 
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